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There are some guidelines needed to understand our figures. The information contained here is intended
to serve as a visual reminder of who is who, and what they did. In all cases, a simplification is needed to do
this, and the reader must bear in mind that the categorization here is in every instance a simplification of
what we describe in the text. The decisions we have made here are simply what seems to us the most helpful
and the least inaccurate. The vertical position is determined by date of birth—strictly, in most cases, with a
very small amount of adjustment made for clarity. The colors of the individual boxes reflects the disciplines
of the actors, but in most cases, some real simplification was needed. Quite a number of people are assigned
to two categories, with two colors. The colors of the arrows connecting the boxes correspond to four kinds
of relations: mentor (or teacher), colleague, influence, hostility. In many cases, it is hard to determine the
relative importance of various teachers, and (as elsewhere) our choices represent an interpretation on our
parts.
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Figure 1: 2.1 First three generations of linguists
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Figure 3: 2.3 William Dwight Whitney
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Figure 4: 2.4 Neogrammarians
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Figure 5: 2.5 Baudouin de Courtenay, Saussure, and M. Bloomfield
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8



Antoine Meillet
1866-1936

Ferdinand de Saussure
1857-1913

Karl Brugmann
1849-1919 Hermann Osthoff

1847-1909 Jan Baudouin de Courtenay
1845-1929

August Leskien
1840-1916

William Dwight Whitney
1827-1894

August Schleicher
1821-1868

Georg Curtius
1820-1885

Franz Bopp
1791-1867

Figure 7: 2.7 Ferdinand de Saussure
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Figure 8: 3.1 Franz Brentano
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Figure 10: 4.1 Wilhelm Wundt
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Figure 11: 4.2 Oswald Külpe
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Figure 12: 4.3 Carl Stumpf
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18



Franz Boas
1858-1942

Alfred Kroeber
1876-1960

Ruth Benedict
1887–1948

Margaret Mead
1901–1978

Paul Radin
1883–1959

Abram Kardiner
1891–1981

Leslie Spier
1893–1961

Melville Herskovitz
1895–1963

Edward Sapir
1884-1939

Hermann von Helmholtz
1821–1894

James McKeen Cattell
1860–1944

Figure 17: 6.1 Franz Boas
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Figure 20: 7.1 Edmund Husserl
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Figure 21: 7.2 Logical positivists and friends
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Figure 24: 9.1 Trubetzkoy and Jakobson: early days
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Claude Lévi-StraussAndré Martinet Lucien Tesnière

Evgeni Polivanov

Roman Jakobson

Nikolai Trubetzkoy

Vilem Mathesius

F. F. Fortunatov

Sergei Karchevsky

Gustav Shpet

Georgi Chelpanov

Edmund Husserl

Figure 25: 9.2 Roman Jakobson

27



J. Winteler
1846–1929Henry Sweet

1845–1912

Otto Jespersen
1860–1943

Jan Baudouin de Courtenay
1845–1929

Lev Shcherba
1880–1944

Yevgeny Polivanov
1891–1938

Ferdinand de Saussure
1857–1913

A. Sechehaye
1870–1946

Antoine Meillet
1866–1936 Charles Bally

1865–1947

1st2nd

3rd

4th

Figure 26: 9.3 Trubetzkoy’s versions of the phoneme
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